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SEC. 203. DEFINITIONS.

In this title:
(1) BACKLOG.—The term ‘‘backlog’’ means,

with respect to an immigration benefit ap-
plication, the period of time in excess of 180
days that such application has been pending
before the Immigration and Naturalization
Service.

(2) IMMIGRATION BENEFIT APPLICATION.—The
term ‘‘immigration benefit application’’
means any application or petition to confer,
certify, change, adjust, or extend any status
granted under the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act.
SEC. 204. IMMIGRATION SERVICES AND INFRA-

STRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT AC-
COUNT.

(a) AUTHORITY OF THE ATTORNEY GEN-
ERAL.—The Attorney General shall take such
measures as may be necessary to—

(1) reduce the backlog in the processing of
immigration benefit applications, with the
objective of the total elimination of the
backlog not later than one year after the
date of enactment of this Act;

(2) make such other improvements in the
processing of immigration benefit applica-
tions as may be necessary to ensure that a
backlog does not develop after such date; and

(3) make such improvements in infrastruc-
ture as may be necessary to effectively pro-
vide immigration services.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—There is authorized to be

appropriated to the Department of Justice
from time to time such sums as may be nec-
essary for the Attorney General to carry out
subsection (a).

(2) DESIGNATION OF ACCOUNT IN TREASURY.—
Amounts appropriated pursuant to para-
graph (1) may be referred to as the ‘‘Immi-
gration Services and Infrastructure Improve-
ments Account’’.

(3) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Amounts ap-
propriated pursuant to paragraph (1) are au-
thorized to remain available until expended.

(4) LIMITATION ON EXPENDITURES.—None of
the funds appropriated pursuant to para-
graph (1) may be expended until the report
described in section 205(a) has been sub-
mitted to Congress.
SEC. 205. REPORTS TO CONGRESS.

(a) BACKLOG ELIMINATION PLAN.—
(1) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than 90

days after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Attorney General shall submit a report
to the Committees on the Judiciary and Ap-
propriations of the Senate and the House of
Representatives concerning—

(A) the backlogs in immigration benefit
applications in existence as of the date of en-
actment of this title; and

(B) the Attorney General’s plan for elimi-
nating such backlogs.

(2) REPORT ELEMENTS.—The report shall in-
clude—

(A) an assessment of the data systems used
in adjudicating and reporting on the status
of immigration benefit applications, includ-
ing—

(i) a description of the adequacy of existing
computer hardware, computer software, and
other mechanisms to comply with the adju-
dications and reporting requirements of this
title; and

(ii) a plan for implementing improvements
to existing data systems to accomplish the
purpose of this title, as described in section
202(a);

(B) a description of the quality controls to
be put into force to ensure timely, fair, accu-
rate, and complete processing and adjudica-
tion of such applications;

(C) the elements specified in subsection
(b)(2);

(D) an estimate of the amount of appro-
priated funds that would be necessary in

order to eliminate the backlogs in each cat-
egory of immigration benefit applications
described in subsection (b)(2); and

(E) a detailed plan on how the Attorney
General will use any funds in the Immigra-
tion Services and Infrastructure Improve-
ments Account to comply with the purposes
of this title.

(b) ANNUAL REPORTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning 90 days after

the end of the first fiscal year for which any
appropriation authorized by section 204(b) is
made, and 90 days after the end of each fiscal
year thereafter, the Attorney General shall
submit a report to the Committees on the
Judiciary and Appropriations of the Senate
and the House of Representatives concerning
the status of—

(A) the Immigration Services and Infra-
structure Improvements Account including
any unobligated balances of appropriations
in the Account; and

(B) the Attorney General’s efforts to elimi-
nate backlogs in any immigration benefit
application described in paragraph (2).

(2) REPORT ELEMENTS.—The report shall in-
clude—

(A) State-by-State data on—
(i) the number of naturalization cases adju-

dicated in each quarter of each fiscal year;
(ii) the average processing time for natu-

ralization applications;
(iii) the number of naturalization applica-

tions pending for up to 6 months, 12 months,
18 months, 24 months, 36 months, and 48
months or more;

(iv) estimated processing times adjudi-
cating newly submitted naturalization appli-
cations;

(v) an analysis of the appropriate proc-
essing times for naturalization applications;
and

(vi) the additional resources and process
changes needed to eliminate the backlog for
naturalization adjudications;

(B) the status of applications or, where ap-
plicable, petitions described in subparagraph
(C), by Immigration and Naturalization
Service district, including—

(i) the number of cases adjudicated in each
quarter of each fiscal year;

(ii) the average processing time for such
applications or petitions;

(iii) the number of applications or peti-
tions pending for up to 6 months, 12 months,
18 months, 24 months, 36 months, and 48
months or more;

(iv) the estimated processing times adjudi-
cating newly submitted applications or peti-
tions;

(v) an analysis of the appropriate proc-
essing times for applications or petitions;
and

(vi) a description of the additional re-
sources and process changes needed to elimi-
nate the backlog for such processing and ad-
judications; and

(C) a status report on—
(i) applications for adjustments of status

to that of an alien lawfully admitted for per-
manent residence;

(ii) petitions for nonimmigrant visas under
section 214 of the Immigration and Nation-
ality Act;

(iii) petitions filed under section 204 of
such Act to classify aliens as immediate rel-
atives or preference immigrants under sec-
tion 203 of such Act;

(iv) applications for asylum under section
208 of such Act;

(v) registrations for Temporary Protected
Status under section 244 of such Act; and

(vi) a description of the additional re-
sources and process changes needed to elimi-
nate the backlog for such processing and ad-
judications.

(3) ABSENCE OF APPROPRIATED FUNDS.—In
the event that no funds are appropriated sub-

ject to section 204(b) in the fiscal year in
which this Act is enacted, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall submit a report to Congress not
later than 90 days after the end of such fiscal
year, and each fiscal year thereafter, con-
taining the elements described in paragraph
(2).

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The question
is on the motion offered by the gentleman
from Utah (Mr. CANNON) that the House sus-
pend the rules and pass the Senate bill S.
2045.

The question was taken; and (two-thirds
having voted in favor thereof) the rules were
suspended and the Senate bill was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on the
table.

f

SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED
By unanimous consent, permission to

address the House, following the legis-
lative program and any special orders
heretofore entered, was granted to:

(The following Members (at the re-
quest of Mr. STENHOLM) to revise and
extend their remarks and include ex-
traneous material:)

Mr. BROWN of Ohio, for 5 minutes,
today.

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. FILNER, for 5 minutes, today.
Ms. STABENOW, for 5 minutes, today.
(The following Members (at the re-

quest of Mr. HANSEN) to revise and ex-
tend their remarks and include extra-
neous material:)

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes,
today, and October 6, 10, 11, 12, and 13.

Mr. DUNCAN, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. SOUDER, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. GEKAS, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. MICA, for 5 minutes, today.
Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania, for 5

minutes, today.
(The following Members (at their own

request) to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous mate-
rial:)

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, for 5 min-
utes, today.

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California, for
5 minutes, today.

f

ENROLLED BILLS AND A JOINT
RESOLUTION SIGNED

Mr. THOMAS, from the Committee
on House Administration, reported
that that committee had examined and
found truly enrolled bills and a joint
resolution of the House of the following
titles, which were thereupon signed by
the Speaker:

H.R. 1800. To amend the Violent Crime
Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994 to
ensure that certain information regarding
prisoners is reported to the Attorney Gen-
eral.

H.R. 2752. To direct the Secretary of the In-
terior to sell certain public land in Lincoln
County through a competitive process.

H.R. 2773. To amend the Wild and Scenic
Rivers Act to designate the Wekiva River
and its tributaries of Wekiwa Springs Run,
Rock Springs Run, and Black Water Creek in
the State of Florida as components of the
national wild and scenic rivers system.

H.R. 4579. To provide for the exchange of
certain lands within the State of Utah.

H.R. 4583. To extend the authorization for
the Air Force Memorial Foundation to estab-
lish a memorial in the District of Columbia
or its environs.
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